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1867 - The Reform Act increases the 
number of male landowners who can 

vote. 

Changes in the lives of women over 
the past 200 years 
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1979 - Margaret Thatcher was the 
first woman to become Prime 

Minister of Britain. 
1832 - The Great Reform Act 
increases the number of men 
who can vote (based on how 

much land they own). 
 

1928 - The Representation 
of the People Act (1928) 

gives the vote to all women 
over 21. 

1857 - The Matrimonial Causes 
Act means that women can 

divorce their husbands. 

1918 - The Representation of 
the People Act (1918) gives the 

vote to all men over 21 and 
women over 30. 

 

1882 - The Married Women’s 
Property Act means that women 

can own property 

1890s – Groups demanding the 
vote for women grow. 

1903 – Emmeline Pankhurst sets up the 
Women’s Social and Political Union. They 
are known as the Suffragettes. They stop 
their activities at the start of World War I 

to help the country. 

1970s – The Women’s 
Movement fights for women’s 

equality. 

2007 – The #MeToo Movement 
champions women from being 

harassed. 



© Copyright Historical Association 2020 

 
 

 

Working class women in the 19th 

century are responsible for the 

home but often work as well. 

 

There are increasing jobs for women in 

shops and offices in the late 19th 

century. 

 

 

Women become housewives after 

men return from World War I. 

 

Women are encouraged to become 

housewives after Work War II but 

there are more opportunities to work 

than after World War I. 

 

Women have increasing 

opportunities since the 1960s but 

still have to fight for equal rights to 

men. 

 

Middle class women in the 19th 

century are in charge of the home 

while their husbands focused on 

work. 

 

Women take on men's jobs during 

World War II (1939‐45) so the men 

can go off to fight. 

 

Tasks 
 

Task 1: What do you think the timeline says about how the women's lives have changed during the last two hundred years? 

Task 2: Cut up the following statements and place them on the timeline. Does this change your opinion? 
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Task 3: In pairs look at every event and decide how important it was in changing the lives of women rating them: 

1 ‐ limited importance 

2 ‐ important 
 

3 ‐ very important 

 

Task 4: Decide how important World War II was compared with other events in changing women's lives. 


